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A message was vecelved trom the Governor, returning an
aet organizing Justices’ courts, without his signature, and his
reasops therefor in writing.

Exzcurtive Derarryvest, |
Austin, 20th April, 1846,

To the Llonorabdle, the Senate -

The Excculive herewith returns to yearr honorable bedy,
without his appreval, a bili entitled Fan net to organize Jus:i-
ces courts, and to deiine the powers and meschct“on. ot the
same.”  The flth section of this bill gives to Justices of the
Peace, jurisdiction over assanlts and batteries, ricts and afirays,
and proposes ie authorize them to try persons accused of the
offences name.d, without the intcl'vuntion of a jurv, :md Lo im-
pase fines upon the accused where, in the Justice's opinion,
thﬂy are pu:lfy m hL, olience {,‘m‘.‘:cd axuinst them. Thar
vection of th i3, in the opinion of the lYixeeutive, CI(-'U'l}'
u!wonsfltutxorml Ih(‘ 3th section of the “bill of rights” de-
clares kot “in n'l eriminal pros seeutions, the accused shatl
have a g speedy public trial by an impartinl jury,” and the 10th
*ecm»n ef "article Dourih” n-' the Constitution provides, thas
“in the trial of eriminal vase es, § the ;uxv tryving the sime, shadl
‘md and essess the awount of pu.v“um nt to be intlicted or
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e imposed, except in capiial cases and whers the ;)unf\"x—
Ment or fine imposed shail be speeifically imposcd by taw,
“ad the act under considerniion would deprive detendants of
ose two Constitutiona 2 priviceges. It owever,no coastitution-

Provision inter posed to ecomnel hlrr' to withhold his approval
of this bill, the Exescutive would regurd it as highly inexpedi-
fat 10 repose in the hands of Justices of the Peace the power

Proposed by the seciicn referred to. It would be giving ii-
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=onse to person3 to commii the offences enumerated—the tq
bulent and violent would set the authority of the magistratey
deflance, and none but the more peaceful and submissivy
would pay the penalty of the law in such cases.
The Executive, thercfore, feels it to be his duty to return thy
bill for the reconsideration of the Legislature.
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON.

Benate adjourned until 3 o’clock p. m.
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